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TOUR IN TEESDALE, 




^ t ROM the Lakes to the mountains of Wales ; 

^ from the Cambrian hills to the Highlands of 

Scotland, (with very rare deviations from 

the accustomed stages,) we attend every 

^*^^Traveller, whom fashion, or the view of 

^reimbursement, induces to journalize. If 

^ the varieties of season and weather happen 

^to present some of the component parts of 

^ a favourite scene, under a new aspect; or 

^ the casual incidents of a journey occasipn- 

'•^ ally relieve the descriptive labour of the 

^? volume, in the way of episode, we have 

gratefully acknowledged its additional in- 
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terest ; and, if the notitiae of a welKstored 
" Pocket^Book " are judicionsly intersperse, 
our entertainment also. The communica- 
tion of new fields of observation and intiev^ 
rest, i» another tbiog. Not many will en- 
counter the difficulties of traversing a rude 
and unfrequented country, for the chance 
of discovering a retired natural curiosity, 
which few would afterwards visit, till ren- 
dered more accessible; and those who would 
lead the way, meet a discouraging obstacle 
to their inquiries^ in tire scantiness (4 infop* 
mation, almost on the ^ry spot. It is by 
a very slow and gradual progress, thitt the} 
wild graces of Nature are won to the en* 
joyment of Taste. 

When the- wonders of* Keswick, and the 
^' Imperial Lake of Patrick's Dale'' were so 
long neglected, we cannot be surprised that 
the be9iities of many a remote and lovely 
tract of " this fuir land,'' yet remain to be 
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0Kpl0Fed. With regrelt the Rambler y^iil 
oitoQ. Temefliber tbe pathetic apostrophe ot 
Gxay, when reeordiDg. the virtues ot tha 
▼fillage-heroes^^, and confiess, that here toa 
the afifectiog appticatioot will be just. 

From whatever cause it is that the beau« 
ties of Teesdale have been hitherto conn^ 
cealed, thej have powerful, claims oa the 
Philosopher and the Painter that ought to. 
be discussed* Havtag once resided in. that 
country, I cannot resist an inclination ta 
eomiStiunicate to others an acquaintance 
with those delicious scenes, in the contem-- 
plation of which I have often been so ex- 
quisitely gratified, that, even now, I delighli 
in their recollection. In retracing my wan* 
dering steps, I shall not feel less pleasure 
in the occupation itself, than in the hope 
of ^ inducing others to pursue them. En* 



• « Full many a flower,** &c. Ele^ 
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gaged in business or in pfeasure-^far re* 
moved from any resembling objects — ^intb^ 
bnstle of the streets, or the quiet of tfae^ 
parlour — the fairy picture of some' of tteS 
wonderful recesses of Teesdale, brought td 
" my mind's eye," will often recall an 
emotion as full and tranquillizing, as that 
which they produced, when first presented 
to the sight : — fiterf, — " dulcia linquimu8 
arva /" — My design is, by tracing the lead- 
ing and most prominent features of parti* 
cular scenes, and by such notices as may 
excite attention, to give Teesdale its due 
place and character in picturesque scenery ; 
and to induce the Naturalist, as well as the 
Tourist, to explore a country almost new 
to their different pursuits. Beyond this, 1 
profess *only to be their guide; leading 
where they may be gratified, by the most 
commodious routes and modes of travelling, 
and facilitating their views by slight lupo- 
grapbical information alone. 
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. . ^be best season for visitijQg the Lakes hank 
%iim. represented to be July and August ^ 
llil4 as the weather is then most settled^ ia, 
SQUi^ixespects it may, though the greate]^ 
^at of those months is an olyection ; bnt> 
I apprehend, that the most pleasure is to^ 
b^ derived from excursicms into pictuvEesqitte 
eoiuitsies in thaAutumu^ The sieti and! 
qiiick succession of shade afforded by tha 
atouKfjberie medium of the seascko, height^^ 
eniQg the ^feei of the variety of e9loiW; 
assumed by the changing verdure, and mel- 
tewing wMk the hm^ deUeate tiato every 
object iok Natuxe^ g^ves a tone, of interest 
to both neai and distant scenery, ivhieh; the 
fdear lights of sununer pjoeeents ii» eq^paL 
glare, without other relief than tha^ of per» 
<fspeotive, and by oppr easing the eye, ex* 
hansts the mind. 
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fitixB great superiority wUch this seesoa 
seems to possess over all. the others is, in a. 
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sort of union of the enjoyments of all. 
After passing the day in rambling throngh' 
tlie fields and woods, with all the ease and* 
convenience, but without the burning 'hea^S^ 
of summer, entertained the while with ob^ 
jects as engaging as those of spring ; to add 
to these, in the same round of hours, th^ 
homelike pleasures of a Winter's evening, 
is a stretch of enjoyment, if not the greateH 
possible, one of the most chastened and re*^ 
fined, in the catalogue of human felicity. ' 

The body, too, in Autumn, is braced by 
the pureness of the atmosphere, and im- 
parts to the mind an unusual elasticity, 
that fits it for embracing every object and 
occurrence in all its bearings, and seeks, as 
it were, with melting proneness, to derive 
from each a congenial emotion. To a phi- 
losophic traveller, every change of this 
season produces a concomitant delight. To 
It serious one, what abundant sources of 
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reflection! The cheerful grbupes^ whiobi 
^ffiplojed in rural occupations, animate the 
fields, prevent any depression of spirit 
^^^)i the sickly aspect of the fading year 
aUm^ might occasion; and while the tear 
of plieasure fills the eye in contemplating 
the beauties of Nature, can it fail that the 
heart should swell with grateful feelings to 
the GOD of Nature, for his bounties equally 
a^pparent? Even the rude blast of the 
mountain storm, that scatters the waving 
honours of the wood, or drives the loaded 
clouds on the remote and friendless heath, 
speaks to the internal sense, not in terror, 
but in majesty. If the brilliant verdure 
and daisied meads of Spring awake thei 
m9re tender and sentimeatal afiections ; the 
sparkling dew, and the fine-drawn web of 
tb^^ Gossamer^ in an Autumn morn, will^ 
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'I * " The fine neta which oft we woven see 

•( Of scorched dew." 0r£^s£Xt 
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t>f themselves alone, often attract the mind 
to a more useful and superior train of 
thought. In Spring and Summer we feel 
but a diversity of one sentiment in viewiii^ 
the glories of Creation — that of joy ; and 
reluctantly, if ever, allow the intrusion of 
an apprehensive fear for the duration of 
their pleasures, or of one thought above 
them. — In Autumn, we unite that senti- 
ment with others more expansive; the 
futurey as well as the present^ at once 
strike our senses, — and less inde{)endent in 
its enjoyments, the mind is more easily led 
to their great and benevolent Source. With 
the decay of Nature, amid all her beauty, 
we sometimes associate the thought of our 
own dissolution, and the instability of our 
very best enjoyments : and with the pros- 
pect of her resuscitation, the consideration 
of that we expect, and for which we eim; 
be prepared only by doing well* 
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. Thus a Tour in Autumn may be equally 
^.s^eful and pleasant ; and, after a fetv weeks 
qpent iji thj^ rational and interesting relax- 
1^9,- our nerves will be invigorated, our 
m^ids stored with knowledge, and our dis- 
positions improved and softened. — From the 
4ieason and the scenes of Autumn, alike, 
tb^ soul acquires that serious and solemn, 
though not melancholy, tone, which is the 
best fitted for both enjoyment and reflection. 

•• 0*er all the soul the sacred influence breathes, 
** Inflames unagination, through the breast 
" Infuses every tenderness, and £aT 
** Beyond dim earth exalts the swelling thought^* 

THOMSOV. 

We seem to gain a firmness, that teaches 
us to look as we ought on what we pos- 
sess; to enjoy, without fearing to lose; 
aisd an energy that prepares us for action, 
to contemplate our duties in our very plea- 
sures. The sensation of the sublime (occa- 

B 
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^OBB.ftnd iaoiteBlwQts for wliick are trfdn* 
f rec^entlf presented in this fleasen — It H 
itself sublimel) eWates vs above ourifia^ 
Uve, or «oi« properly our oomnion siM 
of mind ; and inspires «s Vith tliat oorre- 
spoodent dignity of sentiment, that gene- - 
rous confidence, which persuades ns we 
are capable of greater and better things 
than we act, and elicits ^very great and 
good resolve. 

* 

I am the more^ inclined to recommend 
the Tour of Teesdale in Autumn, because 
the costume of its scenery is in geperal 
wood, and gently swelling, but diversified, 
elevations ; and therefore acquires a consi- 
jderable addition of beauty towards the fall 
pf the leaf: and the highlands not possess- 
ing either the towering he^ht or abrupt^ 
ness of the Westmoreland and Cumberland 
mountains, the weather continues much 
longer favourable. To accommodate the 
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fiimiinte time ef Tisitiag, the Lakes, how- 
W0t9 ttu» cDaoloRj migbife be seea ooi the 
tfetuca from, them, be^noing at Bowv^^ 
re¥ersiBg.the foUowing route*. 



* I CHmiot fofrbettr faitradiiig upon the Reader, (if intrn. 
glan ^ ott» Be called eaoeiil asr too ■nucb' may have beenr 
akea^F wsve mM upon* thar8idj.ect,> Ae fitUowiim.bauiiMka 
fiannet by Sir Samusl Eoeetov Betdgkb : 

TO OCTOBEB. 

O'LCMT'oOciolMr! BtilLmyTaoaiAdajrr 
Aa tliou retum^stt in rural sweets shall fly ! 
Mid yeUow fields ; mid woods of tawny dye, 

Whoae- fitagnut leaves ahofut my* pathway ptBPf y 
l|gr fUMt taadgBB^ aBHiii matna in alray : 

A^ round* the cheaifuL te in oo nyB arschi^. 

With choicest spirits meet, when o'er the sky 
ISoft social evening draws her mantle grey. 
I7or will we cease, till midnigfat's reign profound. 

The sweet conmramon of tfae-fleeting hour ; 
WhSia blasts that yet but weakly whisde roand,. 

^ • 1 ^1 • <^W'^ ^Py ^ monaMit in our power; 
Warning of Winter-diqrs in tumult dsown^d. 
For fyom the quiet of the rural bower. 

Poftnt hyStrSiE. B&tdges. 
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The Tract comprised in the following 
Tour> extends from Catterick- Bride/ ' oil 
the Carlisle road, to the north-western ex- 
tremity of Yorkshire ; comprising a j^ortidft 
of the southern boundary of the County 
Palatine of Durham; and following the 
course of the Tees, towards its source in 
the mountain of Cross Fell, in CumbelP- 
land. 

At a short distance from Catterick-Bridge, 
near a piiblic-house called Cittadella, a road 
branching from Leeming-Lane on the left^ 
leads along the steep and undulating banks 
of the Swale, through Brompton to 'Rich- 
mond.- Near Richmond, towards the river, 
is Eastby House, the seat of Cuthbert 
Johnson, Esq. ; and close to it, the Ruins 
of Eastby Abbey, a monastery of the Cis- 
tercian order. The first view of Richmoftd, 
its castfe, church, and elevated scite co- 
vered with respectable buildings, and backed 



n 

I'jr: bigb and* hroivvi mootlaods,. is paclicii^ 
IJiU'ljrstriiuni; ; ereryr step^ increases the tra^ 
veUer's admiration and expectation: and 
^. where can these impressions be better 
sopporied. 

Richmond was given by the Con- 
queror to his n^hew» and afterwards son 
in law, Alan, faaviag' been the estate of the 
Earl Edwia. It is situate on the north 
side of the Swale, upon the summit of a 
pnecipitous rock of vast height. The Oastle, 
which now belongs to the Lenox family, 
and gives its chief his English ducal title, 
is of great extent, and> appears to. have been 
of immense strength. The Keep or Dbnjon 
is yet existing; and at the base of the 
buildings runs a walk of convenient breadth, 
commanding a succession of the most pleas- 
\i^ views. To the left, the- ivy-covered 
walls of Eastby Abbey, opposite to which 
are ,the ruins of the Nunnery of St. Agatha; 

B3 
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to the right, the house and grottmlB of MrtV 
Yorke, and beyond these the moiin tains HQt0 
Swale Dale. : O 

On the road from Richmond to Gillifig^: 
on the right, a kind of tower or observatoryt 
intites contemplation of the surrounding/ 
scenery. A vast prospect, extending over 
the whole vale of Mowbray from York to 
Roseberry Topping in length, and bounded: 
by the Hambleton and Howardian Hiils, 
and the Wolds on the east and south, is^ 
full of richness, grandeur, and variety.: 
Except that the Thames and Windsor bias: 
the mind to a national feeling, and that, 
local and historical circumstances touchy 
the territory with a fairy charm, I should'^ 
prefer this Richmond to that in Surrey^ , 
whose beauty has been so much and 30 ^ 
justly praised. From this situation, or tl^ i 
Race-Ground to the north* west of the T;o(i?f n^ ! 
may be seen York and Durham Cathedri)]». *» 
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AiHttle ftirtfaer to the left is Aske^Hall^ 
Ae'Veftt of Lord Dondas ; and on entering 
Gillingy on the right, are seen the pleasing 
grounds of Sedburj, belonging to Sir Ro» 
b^ D'Arcy Hildyard. Gilling is a consi« 
derable Tillage, but presents nothing worthy 
o^ particular notice. 

From hence, by Hartfoith, the seat of 
Sheldon Cradock, Esq. and where the late 
lamented Master of the Charter-House, 
Dr. Raine, was born, the road re-enters 
the turnpike, which leaving the great north 
road about four miles from Catteripk, passes 
oter Gatherley-Moor to Greta-Bridge. On 
Oktherley-Moor was a Roman station, and 
i^sy remains of antiquities of various pe- 
riods have been discovered. The remark* 
able conical eminence, called. Didderdale* 
K4I1, has much the appearance of a tumu* 
Iu0;r4mt still more of those artificial mounts 
fr»qpitot la the northern parts of the king- 
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dt>Bi, a«d' known by> the «{i|^aiiom;^ 
^^ Laws^" frofik whieaoe giiebftbdly jufM^ 
wa» adfliiaistefed. Ob the decjlivitifa. .||f 
ihe hiUs to the souths ma j be seen: fuev^fijil 
vilk^S) particulaffly. Ravenawortht (mf^ 
the seat of the Fitzhugbs, the ]iiiin6^434 
whose baronial Castle still> exists e^adi ipar])^ 
the opulence of that once powerful familjf 
whose domains extended kom beace i^i tbe 
oosfines of Westmoreland, a distance of 
nesLjdy forty, miles. . . 

Near the junction of the road with tbe 
Carlisle. rqad> and on the right of the latt€^^ 
is Wesi? Layton, the seat of Lord Rokeb]^.,,* 
Thifl ^ce was the residence . of the father 
of the celebrated Mrs. Montague, and firojn^ 
bence many of the earliest of her liveljr^ 
and intelligent letters were dated* 
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Greta-Bridge is a most agfeeable.. ^^» 
for a temporary summer residence. All the 
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iteighboilFing rides and walkd are pleasing; 
it^^s not incoDYeaientiy situated for the 
lloors, in the Grouse season; and every 
j^lt of the proposed Tour might be easily 
fiken from thence by way of daily excur- 
sion. — ^Wensley Dale, Swale Dale, and the 
remarkable works of Mr. Hall, at the Ark- 
engarthdale mines, are within a^ convenient 
distance, and well worth visiting. 

In the beautiful field behind the inn, (the 
Mprritt's Arms,) more than one object of 
pleasure or curiosity repays a trequeait 
stroll. The river, confined to a fiss\ire-like 
channel, in a solid bed of rock, marks the 
impetuous course of many a torreot ; and 
though so narrow as inniost placesto be 
crossed without difiiculty, is from five to 
six or seven feet deep. The fine tran3pa* 
rency of the stream, its amber colour, and 
iSapiid but silent course ; the beauty of the 
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banks, shaded with oaks^ and the roekf 
aBd mh hai^iag-wood which lemiiwliil 
the TLsta up the rirer, Biake this walk 
higblj romantic. Tour progress on tl|if 
side is soon impede by a trtdj noble piece 
of rock, the pieturesque beawtj of wbii^ 
cannot be surpassed* RetHrDiog to the 
woofll, ascend the hilt in- the feo4-pati!lt9 
Barninghaoiy till jou gam tie piecipiee# 
that overhang the river: return bj the 
horseFroad* and is the dieseavl is a nest 
enchafttiDg prospect oyei the adgaieeB*. 
eoontrjv A little higher towanrds Rumn 
isgbam, the view is perhaps noiest extei^ 
^e; bu4 fcoiB this place it is ineoESpa*- 
thify more beatilifid. — The bridge, with^ 
its two handsome inns, backed by the deep* 
groves of Rokeby, over whieh you jast seer: 
the oM Tower of Mortham Hafl rear ite- 
venerable head — ^the surrounding oouatiji^' 
(indebted fer a highly ornamentol' efeet;tQ^ 
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ttie taste ct the late Sir T. Robinson and 
ift". Tonitall,) and the noUe grounds of 
A«foy itt the distance, form altogether such 
M' assemblage of objects in the most 
finished beautjy as lire rarely collected in 
one {Nctnre. 

Behind the George, (the inn on the op* 
posite side of the bridge,) is a Roman camp, 
near which passes the road to Brignal, 
about a mile' from Greta Bridge. In the 
'VaOej by the rirer side, in a situation of 
that sequestered and tranquil kind ^* where 
heavenly-pensive Contemplation dweUs," 
stands the Church. The scene is not un» 
like nor inferior to that ot Kirkdale, near 
Kilrby Moorside ; but the venerable anti; 
^ty of the latter, impresses the mind with 
sentiments of more solemn character. 
Where every natural object is calculated 
to esdte a religious melancholy, and every 
light and frivokMis thosgfat meltn before 
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the overflowing sense of "the present 
Deity," the reflection, that centuries .l*S. 
fore, nay almost in the dawn of that revi^^ 
lation which gives hope and end to devd^ 
tion, our Saxon ancestors participated -ki 
correspondent emotions, must surely in* 
creaise the force and effect of our sen- 
sations! 

From Greta Bridge, an agreeable'cireuit 
may be made by Scargill, the- ruins of 
vrhose castle overlook the Greta ; and from 
Rutherford Bridge, near which ate some 
curious caverns in the limestone^rock, to 
Barnard Castle* Whether these excava^ 
tions are natural, or have been made for 
the material, or any other purpose, is not 
certain ; but tradition says they were in-» 
habited by outlawed robbers *. 
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* « To rapine once a reftige gave.*^ MokSilf% 



t5 

* 

! . Rokeby Park» the seat of Mr, Morritt, 
ii^ entrance to which is at the foot of 
Gteta Bridge, cannot be passed without a 
m^tf The needle«work, imitating paint- 
ings, in rival excellence with the celebrated 
productions of Miss Linwood ; and many 
curious antiques collected in the vicinity, 
will attract the fair and the antiquary. 
The beauty of the place will do more than 
that for the tourist ; whilst to the lover 
of poetry, Rokeby, immortalized by the 
strains of ScQTT, will be for ever dear. 
If, however, the enthusiast should ex- 
pect to see the extensive hall of a Feudal 
Chief, he will be disappointed. The 
bund of far other times marks the abode 
of '^ the Knight of Rokeby." 

i 

The present residence was built by Sir 
Thomas Robinson, but has not a very 
pleasing or elegant appearance ; the fa9ade 
beijig .dispropoctioned in its parts, and 
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the whole of ihe bftsement much tod lovr. 
The object of the .arcbiteiot has ^videotljr 
4)een to gam the jioble drawing^ioom on 
^be $ecood floor; to which not jotily tbe 
•heigibt of the lower apartments, but the 
$iae of those adjoiniag (and, of course, 
much real ease and convendence) have 
been sacrificed. The approach to the 
honse is well contrived. The road leads 
through an avenue into the park, an4, 
gently sweeping to tbe right, is brought 
along an extremeljr fine range of lofty 
trees, in a graceful bend, to the top of a 
rising ground, where tbe bouse is first seen. 
The grounds are well laid out, and afford 
many deiightf^ walks: that called the 
Rock-walk, under a precipice by tbe 
brawling Greta, is particularly pleasant* 

'• A stern and lone, yet lovely road. 
As e'er the foot of Minstrel trode I 
Broa 1 shadows o*er their passage fell, 
L'eeper and nat rower grew tbe dell ; 
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It seemed somfe mtfofltidki, tetAMod^tWm/ 
A ehanad fbr the sHcaan had givcotf 

So high thecliAo^ limestone gray 
V ( I Hung beetling o*v the torrent's wayv 

Yielding aloi^ their nigged base^ 
A flinty foQt*peth^s niggard q;»eB; 
Where he who winds 'twixt rock and w«re^ 
MfQf hear the headlong torrent rave» 
And like a ateed in frantic at 
That flingi the froth finm curb or bit. 
May view her chafe her waves to qvay, 
0'e» every rock that bars her way; 
Till foam^globes on her eddies ride. 
Thick as the schemes of human pride, 
Thatdolm life's ouiteflt drive amain* 
Ab firill,.aS'fi»diy, aoA as vafrw 
'Sh9 cliiB^tthat rear the hai^ty.head. 
High o^ the driver's darksome bed. 
Were now all naked, wild, and gi«y. 
Now waving all with greenwood spray ; 
Here trees to every crevice clung. 
And o'er the dell their branches hung; 
And there all splintered and uneven, 
I%e shivered rooks itsciend to h^ven ;' 

C2 
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OA tefr the Ivy vwmthed thair bnnty 

And wnotiied its garland round tiidr eiefBt $ , t.> 

Or from the apiies bode looedy flare 

Its tendrils in the middle air. ,, . ^ i 

As pennons wont to wave of old 

0*er the high feast of Baron bold* 

When revelled loud the feudal rout. 

And the arched halls return their shout** 

Such and aoore -wild is Cretans roar. 

And snch the echoes finom her dioie^ 

And' so the ivied banners gleam* 

Waved wtdly o^esr the brawling stream.** 

Rdkeby^ CatUo td. 

• 

A small tea-room, fitted up with exquisite 
taste, and a rude and apparently ancient 
bridge of one arch, decorate this truly ro- 
mantic spot. — Glimpses of Mortham To^er 
on one side, and of the ruins of an Abbey. . 
on the other, are caught in different points, 
both from the house and the grounds ; and, 
upon the whole, though the place is sqifi^l, 
it is full of beauty, and possesses more at* 
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tractions frfr thef casual' visitbr, (bati ittartf 
others of more extent, and greatterpreten-* 
sions. K should* not he forgotten, thdt the 
late Mr. Ma^on n^as a {Vequent inmate at 
Rokeby ; and probably, by his cbrreclr asdi 
chaste judgment, it has beep s^ved (i'om 
tawdry and fantastic embellishments. It 

I* 

is his Practical " English Gardian," where 



—^ 



-Art is ciiBe^- 



Only to sMOfid-Nflftiire, ao^ sopply' 

AH tSiat the Nymiith forgm; or'left fortonu 

The first Book of that Work contains so 
inany striMng circumstances belonging to 
RoKeby, that one would be tempted to 
suppose, that tta^ poet had it in bis eye 
when he wrotfe. Xf this conjecture be 
correct, few places in the* kingdom better 
deserve the distinction of ** classic ground." 

''ifHVing borrowed a wild Minstrel's de- 
scf^tion of the sublime horrors of the 

C3 
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environs, I may. be allowed to accompany 
it with a pictare of the interior beauties tff 
this charming place, touched with . the 
chastened polish . of a milder muse, in a 
style of as strong contrast as his subject. 

. ** And yet, my Albion ! in that fair domain 
Which Ocean made thy dowry, when his love 
Tempestuous tore thee from reluctant Gaul, 
And bad thee be his Queen, there still remains 
Full many a lovdy unfrequented wild. 
Where change Uke this is needless ; where no lines 
Of hedge-row, avenue, or of platform square 

' Demand distinction. In thy jfkir d(»nain, 
Yes, my lov*d Albion ! many a glade is found 

. The haunt of wood-gods only : Where if art 
£*er dar^d to tread ; Hwas with unsand^M feet 

. Printless, as if th^ fdace were holy ground* 
And there are scenes, where, tho* she whilom trod» 
Led by the worst of guides, fell Tyranny, 
And ruthless Superstition, we now trace 
Her ibotsteps with delij^t ; and pleasM revere 
What onoe we shoidd have hated. But to Time, 
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|M her^ the praise is duex his grpduld touch 
j^a^ iQoulderM into beauty umny a towV, 
yfiadi, when it frownM with all its battlementSy 
Was only terrible ; and many a fane 
Monastic, which, when decked with all its spires, 
Serv*d but to feed some pemper'd Abbotts pride. 
And awe th* unletterM vulgar. Generous youth, * 
Whoe'er thou art, that listens to my lay, 
lAnd feel'st thy soul assent to what I sing, 
Happy art thou if thou can*st call thine own 
Such scenes as these; w?iere Nature and where Titnfi 
Have worked amgeniai ; where a scattered hott 
CfoMtipte odkt darken Ciy siddong MUi; 
WhilCt rtutUng fhro^ their hranchet^ rifted d|f# 
Dart Uiiir white heads, and glitter fftro* ihe gloom> 
More happy ttUlf if one tuperior rock 
Bear on ttf hrow Uie tihiver^d fragment huge 
Of tome old Norman fortress ; happier far^ 
Ah I then most tuippy, if Uiy vale lekm 
Wath^ wUh Hie crystal coolness of Us fiOr, 
Some mouldering abbey'*s ivy-vetted walL** 

THE BXOLXBH tfABDElT, Ed. 17B1. 
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The western eotrance to RoKeby^pfyrk 
(which has been built from an eiegMi 
design brought from Italy by Wt. Morritt^ 
opens upon the Barnard Castle roadyt^d 
presents a coiHf d'ceil of Teesdale, and ito^ 
stately capital. Take the gate immediaMyi 
on the right, and proceed through ashady^ 
laine on the b^ks of the Xees, past what, 
seems to haye beeii the soite not only i>tt 
the ancient mansion^ but of a sacred edifiae, 

from the nun^erous toiAbMones of it9 Inha^^ 
bitants yet visible, to the confluence of tt^O; 
Greta, below the Tea-room Bridge ; after 
passing which, the road iadines to the left, 
across an extensive pasture, in which stands 
the sad remains of Mortham-Hall. Wfae^ 
ther the ill-fkted Mortham is the fictitious 
being of Mr. ScoTT's creation, or some 
disastrous tale of like import has beei\ 
attached to the place called by this namC;^ . 
it bears the gloom of age and sorrow iJK' 
its desolate appei^rance; and to this di^ 
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iA» reported terrors of a supernatural 
4Mtant alarm its inmates #. 

Jbf^h^vtide continues over pleasant fields, 
girted by the Tees» to a shrubby hill» 
ffCMthe top of which is a delightful retro- 
spinet;. Nearly opposite to Thorpe, a house 
tit Mr. Cradock's, is Whoriton, a pretty 
Village on the summit of a lofty and per* 
piendicular rock on the Durham side of tho 
riter, below the brink of which is a petrify- 
ing spring, of considerable strength. 



* Mr. Scott is not the first poet who has selected Rokebjr 
)» his scene of action. It has before been recorded in the 
pride of song. A work intitled '< Teesa* a descriptive Poem,** 

A 

sevoal years since gave Uther Pendragon ** a local habitation** 
here, if not *' a name;** and the author using the utmost 
Soteise of the *''eye in a fine firenzy rolling, glances** from 
. t Bights of Merlin to the domestic work of the dairy. 
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A mile beyotrd, near the road, is Wycliffe, 
from which are many fifte views both tip 
and down the Tees. This place was fprr 
merly the estate of the ancestors of the 
great reformer WicfclifiF, who was- bom 
here ; but at present belongsto the catholic 
family of'Constsabie, of Burton' Constable^ 
m Hol<Serness. Mr; Tttnstall, one- of it? 
late possessors, had a Talnable eoUeetion 
of MSS. and' a nmsettm of natuml cnrio^* 
ties at the mansion^ which are now pro<* 
bably in the exeellent library at the latler ' 
place. 

At. Winston-bridge, yoa at once enter 
the county of Durhai^y and the more 
picturesque portion, of the Banks of tiie 
TeeS) to which the noble aroh of t)iis 
bridge (111 feet in: the span)i with thn ro^ 
mantle situatifui: of the village, affordj^^no 
unappr<^riate inti^^iction^ The redAfkin-' 
der of the river's oourse to the sea, is npt 
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witboHt great and striking charms; but 
4xete the lioe of the sublime and the beau- 
Uifiil in its accompaniments is distinctly 
drawn ; and the strong masculine features 
bf the mountain torrent, - begin to soften in 
the milder attributes of a commercial 
"Stream, natumlly less interesting, but con* 
.sequentially more important. 

Pursue the Darlington road to Gainford^a 
handsome tow^n resembling many of those in 
the south, and the residence of several who 
have sought retirement from the busy scenes 
of life. The parish of Gainford is extensive, 
within which Barnard Castle, the capital of 
Teesdale, is merely a chapelry. Return a 
quarter of a mile to Selaby, an elegant villa 
of the Earl of DarlingtoA's ; and ride through 
the tasteful grounds, presenting the most 
lielightful variety of prospect, to Staindrop, 
^"ori^naUy a regal possession, having be- 
itmfg^ to Canute the Great. The monu- 
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ments in the church of Staindrop ate weH 
deserving attention from thie sculptor .ai^ 
the antiquaiy, .^ 

n k 

Raby Castle, whose embattled appeamdC^ 
will have excited the curiosity of the tra* 
Teller on his road from Selaby, is the seat 
of the earl of Darlington, and was once th^ 
baronial mansion of the powerful Nevilles^ 
Earls of Westmoreland. This is one of the 
most perfect remains in the kingdom of the 
style of building in feudal times. The 
Danish monarch is said to have been the 
founder of this magnificent pile, w^iich is 
by no means improbable, for certainly 
it has claims to remote antiquity^ It 
was castellated by license in the 14tb cen* 
tury, and seems to have belonged- ante- 
cedently to the Bulmers ; by one of whom 
it may have been repaired or enlarged; 
the letters ffi 15 appearing upon a tower of 
remarkable structure, and from • wiilcb *a 
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bas relief in stone, of a l^uU bearing thi( 
ifiiignia of NeriUey was sometime since re- 
moved to the farm-bouse in the park* 
Another tower bears the denomination of 
Clifbrd'is Tower ; but from what occasion 
does*- not appear. On the forfeiture of the 
^st^tes of the sixth Earl of ^^stmoreland^ 
who was party to a coijspiracy agaijjst 
j^uef^n Elizabethy this princely domaii^ 
eame to the ancestor of tjb^ present f^*^ 
^iljT. The upper hall is in its original 
sitate, ^uch as it was, (except as to its furr 
Dituie,) with the gallery of the minstrels, 
when 700 knights, who held of the baron, 
attended in it to do him homage. Its ex- 
tent produces that grand and imposing 
e£fect oh the imagination, which at once 
recalls the manners of past times, and ttU 
Ihost comprehends, in the picture before 
ycu, that of the illustrious dead, in all their 
tnsnrtial aecoutrements, and attendant trains^ 
perfontetng the im^pressive solemnityk — The 
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lower, or entrance-hall, (equally striking in 
its kind,) was rebuilt hj the late E^rl. 
Visitors of the family, after passing under 
several gjoomy gateways, are set dowi> 
herefrom their carriages, at the drawing* 
room door. The sight of this ball, when 
lighted for the reception of company, and 
the uncommon mode of introduction, is in^ 
conceivably magnificent.- The prospect from 
the south front is rich and extensive ; but 
this is more fully unfolded in going through 
the pftirk to the farm-house. From thence 
across the extremity of Langley Dale, (a 
sweet pastoral valley,) there is a good road 
over the inoor to Barnard Castle. • 

The park and grounds near the Castle 
are extremely beautiful, and the former 
abounds in variety, both within and with- 
ppt its Conines : The adjoining farms being 
phiefly occupied for graaing, and the lurf 
pre^rved foj a drive, this is the most de* 
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lightful part of the day's excursion*; but} 
nvithout permissioD, the tourist must return 
to St&indrop, and be content with the pack- 
Horye travelling of a turnpike. ^ From the 
{firnpike<-house, however, the disappoint* 
ment is in some degree compensated, bj a 
pleasing view of the village of Staindrop, 
with the park and castle of Raby, and their 
majestic back-grounds almost as advan-> 
tagbously ^presented as from^ the grounds 
at Selaby. In addition may be seen part 
of the wild park at Streatlam; the top of 
whose castle is just discernible . in the" 
valley to the right. 

^ Streatlam Castle alone affords no parti* 
cular subject of curiosity or admiration. 






"^^T, JTh^iotFouit from Greta Bridge to Baniaid CuQb j» 
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^fae situation iseemist to have been chbsen 
firbfai no motive of prefetence, except iiis 
having been the scite df a former etection. 
It is I0W9 and so gloomy and setdnded, 
as tb appear as well adaptied as even 
Udolpho itself for the perpetration of Baf 
crime ; and was as adniirbbljl^ ehdsen fi)r 
those atteinpted to be ^executed in it by 
the notorious htisbahd 6f ih^ latl^ Lady 
Strathmoirie^ tb Whose tiMilj it belongs. 
As the a^cthal scene ot a siege so late as 
the jrear 17849 no btheir castle in 4»hese 
happy reiBdms has equal celebritjr, Fo^ 
several days the house was sarrbtinded by 
thousands of peasants and colliers in arms» 
who lighted firei dnring the night, aiid in 
every respect miUhtaihiBd a strict .blockade. 
** The birds f however, were flown ;^^ and 
the celebrated passage over the mountains 
into Staimnoor, pr^rented the captuntfu^f 
the castle by storm. 
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^ ' Few men have displayed such versatility 

"^^f tdlent as the late A. R. S. Bowes ; and 
9f turned inta a channel where legitimate 

^kB^bition would have directed its course, 
be might have been a great man. A mind 
ever ready in resources, perhaps more cha- 
racteristic of cunning than courage, but 
which (from the traditions of the conn- 

' try, still more the authentic tesllmorty 6f 
his trial) could range from the meanest 

^ stratagem to the boldest outrage ; from the 
paltry trick of a fall from his horse, (by 

.which a pretended inward damage was 
counterfeited,) and the artful use of currant- 
jelly, to the carrying off, in broad day, ia 
one of the most publjic streets of the metro- 
polis, a lady of high rank, in defiance ot 

itbe warrant of the Chief Justice of Eng* 
land) with her immediate protector^ ao- 

t^fiioer of the army ; — marked a man, whos0 
histoiy would, if fully detailed, afford the 

"highest entertainment to the reader of 



fomatsce, and ix^struction to tte jAb- 

ralist. ^<n 



ii 



Th^ Tourist's he^d-quaitersp for two or 
three days, will be at Barnard Castle^ 
Take a morning's walk into the Flats, an 
elevated plain to the north of the town, 
forming a natural tejrrace towards the Tees, 
and commanding a view of several miles in 
extent *f The ruins of the castle, and the 
old bridge are herje t$een with admirable 
-effect, and harmonize in a most charming 
manner. On the other side of the rapid 
Tees, is the beautiful «catt^red village pf 

* At the south^ewt comer of this field are the remains of 
H work called '*the Ever,'" which has been supposed to hav<; 
heen A reservoir' for conducting water by jiipcs into the 
f»jiUe.-— But query, the protection of this rcsdrvoir, ^^it'hlflfh U 
hUtM to mu^ ^ve.tht level of the castle, and at' so |(foat 
1^ 'distance ? fH^ place is crmous, but I frepaxA tD-'taale iio 
^or^ktan fb 't6 Hs ffigii^ orus^ 
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^lartfbrtb ; (or Street-Ford, on the Romim 

road from Bitchestor to Bowes;) and to 

the west, a wdody winding vafley is termi*^ 

^B^fe^d to thre Tees l^ti smdll foHdge, a mill, 

^ and a dwelliBg-hOuse in a grove of trees ; 

and to the moors, at the distance of four 

' miles, bjr a bold crag^ crowned with a f^w 

stunted weatberobeaten firs. Tb the north* 

west is Lartingt6n Hall, (an old house, bnt 

in this, Md some' Other i|K>bits of view, a 

pleasing srtructnVe,) bfeyond which are the 

. distani bills, neair the river^ sonree^-^a 

scene liiroHhj of the pettcil of a Claude, 

to wliose s^yle the whote landscaj^ is 

closely approximate l-^^When yoa reach 

the taifgled d^ at the end of the terracie, 

wind doirld a smalHrttek to the rivulet, and 

r(ak6 the road thtdogfa A fiofe hanging wood 

|>y the Tei^s sid\e, to a small inqlosufe, part 

t,0f an ftpcient pasric, in the iraie character of 

'Sfaaklpfeare's forest voenes, wfaeire 'bis out*- 

laws revel and hn !hni^B.kp6rt, K^ep the 
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river, and you will gain a most tniif 
solemn and sequestered spot» compktcty 
closed in hj wood, and undisturbed by 
any sound, but the remotely dashing ^aflctfi 
The rude forms of the venerable oaks thait 
skirt the old moss^covered wall of the in^ 
closure, beneath which you 4taiid; the 
noble height of the opposite hill, covered 
to the top with lofty trees; the glasi^ 
smoothness of the river at your feet; 
and the scattered masses of rock in its 
channel, impress you with delicious awe. 
Ascend the hill, and go through a ploughed 
field, along, a carriage^rpad, to a. thatched 
helm or shed, in a little wild coppice, (by 
themselves a pleasing picture,) and you 
will here enjoya most enchanting scene ;-^ 
but seek for a small oak beyond, near '-it 
serpentine path, rather* below the aumoHt 
of the 'hill V on thftbrow of the bend of^ibe 
river, and you command at once a view 
each way. . I shall not pretend to describe 
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^i the pen and pefidl most alike fiUl ih 
iftcrHttempt.— The fodU peouliarities df the 
^tu^iboy the eleT&tion of the spectlitor» 
te^^e difleretit dive^iohs of ihtB pro6pect> 
Be^m, to render the art of the paiatet, or 
ihie powers of oohmr^^ itiadequate to its 
4#lioeatioli9 in one <x>Mposition. And, if 
tei ^i>eftbal deedrijition mnit be incoibper 
ient to represeht its oharabter. A full 
'exactness of dlesetiptioii, tfaongh clUthed 
«vrith the tiiagie efoqtxehce of a Scott^ ot 
the charmii% det6ii of a RA0iDLlFF&, Irben 
ibpplied to illilunrl icehesj ftils io ooixwf 
iHi accnrat^ idea to the iiiindy iX tfae'thitil» 
tf not the t^eatitj, of lAndscape. It is cAeh 
itedioiis ; if repeated, monbtbnous ; and iHr 
y^i^ys injiiTions (either frojm being oVel^ 
gbaigedy or miniiting adventitious or mri- 
momeatarj circumstances) io the eJBTect of 
sAifutniie personal examination* — That such 
■0. «atiiation has never been made choice 
4)f for:a distant pleasure^tP^ound 4o Rabyi, 
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(nnd which alone is wanted to make that 
•place the first and most interesting seat 
in the kingdom^) is wonderful. The ex- 
pense would be comparativelj triflliig. 
The whole of the walk from Barnardt 
Castle is a natural terrace for near two 
jniles, with the greatest variety of pros- 
pect. A few walks, in different directions 
through the woods, an opening here and 
there in particular situations, one or two 
'Well-faticied buildings as objects, with a 
banqueting-room at this very point, would 
be all that is wanting to make this the 
rival of any other place of the kind in the 
kingdom* Even the charming Rivaulx ^, in 
my mind supreme till I saw this place, 
is beneath it in variety of natural ad van- 
tages : The ruined abbey there is all thai' 



I 
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* Near Helnudey, a terrace bdoogmg to Duncombe P^k, 
in the North-Riding of Yorkshire. 
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could be envied. How much is it to be 
regretted, that so little attention is gene- 
rally p^id to the. hints of Nature, by the 
projirietors .of her beauties, though she 
spreads them out with the most boundless 
luxuriance to court it ; even with the ad- 
ditional prospect, of lucrative advantage! 

A little farther, by the river side, is a. 
most excellent chalybeate spring, equal, if 
not superior, to the Harrogate^ A small 
expense might protect this spring from the 
floods ; i^nd a well-built,* though not a lai^e 
inn, would afford sufficient accommpdatign 
to establish its credit. There seems to be 
no insurmountable difficulty to making it 
something more than this. The fashion- 
ajble and agreeable Gillsland is equally re- 
mote. The force of such an introduction 
as that which a nobleman like Lord D. 
could afford, would soon make it known 
and frequented. If those improvements I 
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bKve just biated at, were also adopt^^ it 
would be bard to oame a place eyery^ n^jgi 
so proper for the puipose. To the »Qby/|^f 
it would possessr everj desirable r^ujjft^ 
to the admirer of Nature, it would »&i4 ,% 
most interesting residence; apd to t^ 
haraSftsd man of business, a frelcpmC' re^ 
treat. Here Dissipation only could qoI 
dwelh The native sitenoe of woods acd 
wilds forbid her viciouf revels: and ms^ 
such scenes as this ever be stra^ige to aught, 
but Peaee and Innocence^! , ^ 

■ t 

* Tbis pa8S(|ge» wldch formed a note to the ftrat edMoat' 
if left untoiiched. What.can hejetncttd* cr what can ba 
vld,. v)]«D the «Oax«Bakk87' are demuled{»^ Fbi^ 
Qot yncrely ipdoeed, but deforpo^ by anjgular plots on 
ita dedivittes (before fripged with elegant br^sh-wood) ; 
and the veft«able circular tower of Barnard Ca?tl<r, the 
prfde of Bernard Baliol, the awe of the country^ is now 
debased (as* *• Alexander's day may stop a bungF-hole'*) 
to a ^Uft^mmiifietory ; and is surmounted by a little* 
9Man, modern erection adapted to that purpose ! 

UEdit.. . 
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' The forenoon will be spent in examining 
fl^ ruins of tbe castle, and rambling 
tittbiiTgh the town. The former belonged 
fcr^be Baliob, the bold disputers of the 
eroWn of Scotland with the Brace, and 
fifterwards came into the possession of the 
Earl of Warwick, the great '^ King-maker." 
By his marriage with tbe heiress of that 
ftmiilj, it came to Richard III. who seems 
to have resided here, and, from the fre<^ 
quency of his insignia, (the Wild Boar,) 
to have been fond of decorating and em* 
beUis^ng it. It is situated on the top of a 
steep rock, and has a fine view, 

** Where Tees, full mai^ a fatbam low, 
Wean with his rage no oommon foe ; 
For pebbly bank, nor «md-bed here. 
Nor day-mound checlu his fierce career, 
CondemnM to mine a channdM way, 
0*er solid sheets of marble gray/' 

Rokeby, Canto f. 
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. It must bare been • plMe of 0PMil}«liif>)e 
atraogth, and of miich serrjoa tfi» ^ 
eouptiyy a9 tbe ficst barrjter w ihii i^^ 
tioa to ti}e iocpisioiifi of t|ie ScoMb. ^))ff^ 
predatory warfare, ^ad %be lye^sf^aiy pix^. 
lectioa of tbft uibri>it#ii|s of ibe opupt|[|r 
and ibeir cattle, re^jiiied W aitfta wbic>/V^ 
larger than thai of aof otber <^«Ue i||' 
En^nd. Fram its /ejevaited ataliOD, t^ 
vast extent of ruio» apd tbe beautiful 
clotting of ivy 9n tbe Round Tower #, 
witb some iScetted viodonra ta tbe wall 
towaids tbe bridge, it forms it most pu> 
turesque ruin^-rr^Tbie town of Barwrd 
Castle was built from the ruins of Mar- 
wood, which stood about half a mile fro^ 






* A toirar, agponD^gr nmre «iNi£pt Jtban tliiff, «pi over* 
looking the flats ia« port oi the^cite oociq^ a$f flffff^ 
$ai be«n the oame of BradcatUn^s Tomer ; hut wh;f jbi^ da- 
nomiiULted is not accounted Ibr^ 
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the prel^eot towh, and of whioh no trace 
Slit an old church, at present a bam, now 
remains. The removal has probably been 
liiUi liie erection of the castle, i^hieb it 
neilrlir sttrrdunds. It is large and popn- 
ioa^, and not ill bmlt, bnt evidenfly marks 
4he later stage of a loAg and progressive 
deeaj, both ia its ti^eaHh add cottae^uence* 
It is dirt^, and ill pared; but that it 
ahonld i^aa to have righi to be, b^ 
-Tirtne of a charter from Hugh Baliol, 
^hoi after ^toeroasl}" allowing them to 
tifk aHr bwn otont, fgntMd to eocfc of 
HM RiH^fscMi, <<4»|>6^ tiam attie osUnfti 
siitiiR pt^ dotnibns stfis ^edfCeanAa et 
^ tli^nlii coHi^e in Tia ante ostitini, usqtie 
mediam viafn.^*-^The anarket-cross is a 
handsome edifice; but whether erected 

« 

linden some eonstmction of the powers of 

'^fbiil charter or not) I cannot say ; but it is 

^direHiy and inconvenjenily (as were the 

E2 
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filth J Tolbooth and Shambles) in iimk}my 

middle of the way. . .tiev 

In the church is a curious Font df UKck 
marble, said to have b^en found in 'the 
Tees. It is an octagon basin on a stalky 
and the * dififerent compartmeirts are iii- 
scribed alternately with chacactens hitheirto 
undeciphered, and symbols of the Tiibitjr. 
It is supposed to be very ancieat *« . 

Since the first edition of this Work iras 
published^ the Tolbooth and Shambfet 
have been removed, and much improve- 
ment made in the paving and deanaing of 
the streets. The Market Cross has be^n 



* For further information as to the ancient hifitoiy of 
Barnard Castle, the inquirer is referred to Mr. HutddtiA)i&*« 
elaborate work, •* The Histoiy of Durhfon.*' V6uti}^ 
a resident of Barnard Castl& "^t] i 
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v>iBidQAed> 9nA an iion-raili^g, «iid a con- 

ureo^eat room erected in Abe cupola for the 

.aocommodatioB of the mafpstrates. These 

iiltUrAtmis have bfien effected by the Ube- 

Attl nxerttoiis of the inbabitaats, in a great 

vinwwme bcoiight Iprav^ard hj the vell- 

kaoima Dr« £dwaid% the author of, wKh 

^etbfot io^rtiuU wetks, QSi itcd magna 

4UBere cum paarvis^) '* The Regeneration 

4>f . Great Britajji," pahlished several years 

ago; and (ceceajtly) of ^^The Resolution 

(j^ 4ibe Crisis, the Gomsumination of our 

tila|^piaess;and i^rosperity^ or the Plan and 

jfieeific Means .for the immediate Accom- 

'r^fdishment of ihe Miiteoium of .the Most 

^ .^alk .in the eveninj; over the Mains, a 

Jf^Xg^^ pasture on the coetiary side of the 

v^wr%^ ^ F4atii» to wjiich .yo«\go hf 

4he churchyard. Csoss it towards the miU, 

and foUoW'-tlke Tees to. the Abbey-bridge. 

E3 
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A segment of the arch is seen, dltef^' 
shaded by the hanging woods on teah 
side of the river; which, immediat^lyi bt- 
low, presents an unbroken lake-like Tsiflf- 
face, but within a hundred yards resmMS 
its rough impetuous character, and foastts 
along over many an impeding rock, to- 
wards the bridge. Endeavour to get on 
the rocks, and pass under the bridge to the 
distance of about 150 yards, till you are 
opposite to a large inass of rock in themid^ 
stream. Then turn round, and, through 
the majestic arch the ruins of Eglistone 
Abbey appear like a framed picture. Near 
this place climb the hill, and return by the 
fields, to the high-road. As you approach 
it, you have another, and perhaps the best 
view of the Abbey, and an extensive and 
richly diversified country. Go down to 
the bridge, which looks on two 'fine ave- 
nues of wood and rock both up and down 
the river ; one terminated by the town of 
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i|ii|nuird Castle, and taking in the ruins, 
daid a rude bridge over a small rivulet; 
-Md tbe ether closed by the house at 
-Itokeby. Pass the bridge to the Abbey, 
%ild return by the Yorkshire side and 
Startforth. — Of Eglistone Abbey, (some- 
times called Athelstan's,) the remains arok 
few ; but of the Choir sufficient to give in- 

# • • • 

terest to every scene in which it is a 
part. In a westerly direction from the 
liamlet, near the Abbey, is Thorsgill, a 
winding vale, of character quite opposite 

to those of Tees or Greta. 

« 

*< Yon tufted knoll, with daisies strown, 

« 

Might make proud Ohenm a throne, 
J' While, hidden in fbe thicket nigh, 

hi. Fuck should brood o*er his ttd&c sljr, 

^; And where proAise the wQod-veitdi ding* 

....V f Bound ash and elm in verdant rings 
r^ , lu pale and azure-penciUed flower 

Shpuld oanopj Tltanla's bow«r. 
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Itere rise no din the ¥feletto tfaiki 

But skirting evwjr fumiy f^ade ^^ ^^ 

fii fidr varieQr of gieen, . - ' '• 

Tbe woodland'kndB its agrlvan •ereeo.*' • jiJ-^^ 



At agate in the lane, near Startfortby>|s 
a station where the Town, with the Castip, 
Bridge, &c. appear spread before th4 eye 
like a m^p. In a fine sun-set, the inimitable 
variety, and richness of tint afforded from so 
many different objects, and from five distinct 
ranges of bills beyond all these^ strilse 
you very forcibly, and give an Indescribable 
charm to a truly noble prospect. The 
effect of a fine laiidscape, illumined by 
the evening sun, on a mind of unaffected 
sensibility ,; — , 

•< The li^ •tiie teri^, w M^Nt, «e wwfa Aotto «HltI0lt*^4^ 

the poet alone can be allowM td ^peak'<rf; 
and the painter only can do justice to the 
cause. 
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The next excursion I should propose, 
is one of much fatigue, and some danger; 
but the pleasures received from the con- 
templation of the boldest and most daring 
w»£ the wild features of Nature, are a rich 
compensation for the difBculty of enjoying 
them. Be an early riser, (as indeed, a 
Tourist who would fully enjoy his object, 
always must be,) and ride to Middleton- 
in-Teesdale, twelve miles, to breakfast. 
' The best and pleasantest road is to cross 
*the bridge into Yorkshire, and go by Lar- 
'tington, Cotherstone, Romaldkirk, and 
Eggleston, where you re-enter Durham** 

' Lartington Hall, the late residence of 
^Mr. Maire, (now Sir Henry Lawson, of 
Brough, near Catterick,) by no means 
rivals the elegance of Rokeby, or the 
grai»deur of Raby; but ' possesses that air 
,of comfort and opulence which conveys 
the full meaning of home and independence. 
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l^glestoB EbU, belonging t6 William 
Hutchinson, Esq. is a handsome building 
in a style well suited tb so wild a region as 
surrounds it ; and the pleasure grbdnds to 
which are most judiciously and tai^fully 
disposed, containing an artificial waterfiaH 
of con^derable height, and a subterranean 
walk, which has been blasted in the rock 
on the river's side.* Mr, IJ. has laid out 
ah extensile |nd valuable Botanic gar- 
A^n, ih the midst of which stands the 
tlhurch* 

The whole road to Middleion possesses 
a succession of the mpst delightful pros- 
pects, especially at the entrance into Co* 
therstone,— but from the top of Foggaforth, 
a high commbn near Egglesion*, is one of 
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* This is now inclofled, and in a hii^ atate of «idtha- 
lioii. 2dEdiU 
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the most interesting kiiuf. Belov» the 
windings of the Tet^, (even here |l nobl^ 
vSirer,) for manj miles, thrQUgh an Arcadian 
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Gonntrj-y cheguered in the most agreeahle. 

« 'I . 

tariety, with arable and pasture grounds* 

ti^s, villages^ and farm*houses, present a 
Very strflung contrast to the blea)i aQjl 
barmn faeatha around yon. To the west is 
a Wild and cpufnaed heap of mountaius« 
whose dark beMs seem to riral each other 
for superiority : and, eastward, the eye is ari 
rested only by the very distant hills of Ham- 
blfiitott. Directly oppoait^, the river Lnne 
contributes its stores to the Tees, and ^ 
fords a long perspective up its pastoral 
Dale, which may be explored w:*!i pt rfect 
ccmvenSence, from the improved state V the 
'iroads and the accommodaaon of bridges 
Qirown* '**'e/ the brooks: advantages de- 
rived from the contiguity of Wemmergill, a 
lavpnrijte isbAOtipg bo^ of Jjord Strathmore's. 
— r know no part pf W^nsl^ydale, whose 
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beauties have been highly afid jnstljr cQc^ 
tolled % equal to the view I have just m^fidi 
tioned; indeed^ in their peculiar charadjtefi 
I believe this is inimitable. — Upon* this i^^tsU^ 
mon, about a mile from the road, is a smatt - 
druidical circle. — The stranger, unacquaiot^^ 
ed with mineralogy, should be apprised, that 
the various abrupt fissures in the summita 
and sides of the hills, and the occasioiiak 
discoloration of the waters, are the ^feots 
of the practice of ** JBTiwAwigt.*' 

Middleton is a small market-town in the 
midst of a wild, uncultivated mining region«> 



*- This district is whdly picttuesque. Hardnw StU^'-' 
AysgartlipFpioet BoUon Hall and Casfle, 'and Jetvauxi* 
Abbey« iorm its more important okgects; buf thxoaf^gv^^ 

,it is interesting. \^ .. ; 

f A mode of seeking and winning the ore, by the ^iHie^'' 
applicatioii of a collected body of water. 
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A imndsome stone bridge of one arch^ ^igl^tj 
fefi^ in diameter^ ims been lateljr erected by 
pii%ili)C subscription over the Tees, and is 
lilbely io be of great service, not only to 
the two counties, which it unites, but also 
to those of Westmoreland and Lancaster ; 
it, being in contemplation to form a Turn- 
pike road from Brough to Wobingham, 
whereby the communication between the 
eastern and western coasts will be greatly 
facilitated. This bridge has risen from the 
ruins of a former one built in 1811, and 
which in the Winter of that year fell in 
when nearly completed. A dreadful acci- 
dent which accompanied it will render the 
event long memorable in Teesdale. A 
bfitcher returning from Middleton market 
ta Mickleton, was induced by curiosity, or 
s^me other less laudable motive, to venture 
beneath it, at a time when its fall was mo« 
n^^^O^ily expected. His jvife appreben« 
jsive for her husband's fate;^ most unfortu- 

• » 
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nately shared it in the tender anzietip"tlf 
dissuading him from the rash attempt. In 
an instant both were destroyed, in the pr^* 
sence of numerous persons, who haii ii^- 
sembled to observe the tottering struc- 
ture. 

At Middletoby horses may be obtained 
adapted to the present excursion, Which by 
nature and habit possess a kind of art BUd 
skilfulness in passing ground, where tbose 
used only to smooth and fiat roads would 
founder. 

The furthest point of distance from Mid« 
dleton, in this journey, may not be more 
than ten miles ; but the road is, in general, 
so indifferent, and there are so many things 
to atti-act attention, as to require an ab* 
sence of perhaps as many hours. > The 
almost impossibility of not getting wet- 
shod, and the uncertainty of the weather 
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'ID these high regions, where there are but 
jfbree or four days in the year that will 
I excuse a great coat, renders the precau- 
4iioQ.of taking one, and being provided 
- with some provisions, indispensably neces- 
sary. 

After passing a little rocky gill, about 
three miles from Middleton, is a small 
hamlet, at which le^ve your horse, and 
walk over two or three fields to Winch- 
bridge* This extraordinary structure, which 
is sixty-three feet long, two feejt broad, and 
fifty feedfe from the usual level of the Tees, is 
Mmpooed of boards, with a slender railing 
- en eaek side, and is huog on chains ; the 
. inreadth of ike river, the height of the rocks, 
■' vsnd the impetuosity of the floods having 
'^ been hitherto deemed to prevent the erec- 
tion of any other kind. It is by no means 
. f lej&sant to cross this bridge, on account of the 
** swinging motion ;butthe village of Holwicky 

F2 



^.^^^^i i^- — ^. ,. 



64 

on the other side, is well worth the trouble 
of visiting, being built on the summit^'M 
the lower scar of a vast chasm^ in a trnljit 
Alpine and terrific scite. This dreary rdJt 
gion was, a few years ago, the scene of a 
horrid murder, which occasioned much in- 
terest at the time, but the perpetrators have 
not been yet discovered*. 



* About the end of August, 1802, a party of nine men 
and two women were passing this bridge to the Durham 
side from Hol^vick, most of whom being upon it at the 
seme time, the unusual weight entirely destroyed the 
balance, and one of the chains beii^ overstrained by a pren* 
ous inclination to one side, it snapped, the bridge tuned ovar«. 
and three men were thrown into the Tees. One of them 
was dashed to pieces on the rock ; the others falling into the 
water, were saved. It is a melancholy addition to.the ctr« 
cumstance, that he was a young man, was preparing to go 
to London in a few days to enter into business, and had 

crossed 
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• At WiAcb-biddge, a guide will probably 
JUfer luaaself for the remainder of the day ; 
l|niit as thef are here little acquainted with 
tb« country beyond the High Force, de- 
dine taking one till you get to Moor Riggs. 
The imperfect information to be obtained 
upon almost the velry spot where the object 
of his researxdi is to be fouiKl, has been fre- 
quently matter of astontehment to the in- 
qmrer. Perhaps, the absence of contrast- ^ *' 



orossed the bridge but a short time befbre, to see the others 
at work in a meadow they were mowing. The bridge has 
been since completely repturcd, and is now pexfbctly safe ; but 
it is reported that the Earl of Sti-athmore proposes to remove 
1^ and «recC a atone bri^ on4he sdte, n^bich wiU ^pK^iably 
nst inherit its predecessor's title to curiosity and picturesque 
uHnwt. Pethi^^^tality whioli has attended the erec« 
tei «f teidfea «ver thia psit ef the ^Ree^/ if» it ita pte- 
«ding <»od wasted and diei^pised coDtn))») may pnevent <oi 
zetatd lliis measure. 

F3 
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ed, as well as th6 frequent recnrrenfte 
'<of the same objects, cause that ap]^lteBt 
apathy to the most sublime or beauiiftal 
scenery, which is so often remarked amongtst 
those who have lived from infancy in its 
immediate neighbourhood. 

m 

The shepherd, following his flock over 
the trackless moor, and suddenly arrested 
by the impetuous torrent, — and the miner, 
climbing the mountain to his shaft, and 
fikirtijog the rock, whose shivered sides 
d»?fy the tempest, — see in each but a 
stronger line of familiar features. To them, 
the river rolling its majestic course through 
even banks, and the verdiant glade witli 
surrounding oaks, are alike unknown. , 

Moor tliggs is a single bouse by the n>ad 
side, about two miles from the turn to the 
bridge, and can be seen from thence. It 
may be useful to know, that at this place re- 
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ofireshment can be had ; and though in a style 
i Baited to the situation, and calculated only 
Ifffaf the enjoyments of the miner, often wel- 
f <:ume to a wet and weary Tourist. A pas- 
ture, called the Force Garth, brings you 
to within a few yards of the Fall, and is 
by far the best situation for a first sight of 
it, but dreadful indeed. You suddenly 
look down upon a cataract, rushing almost 
under your feet, but at some distance be- 
low, over a precipice, (the summit of which 
whereon you stand, is sixty-three feet from 
the base*,) in one sheet of foam, shaking 
the very rocks on which you stand, and 
stunning the ear with its deafening noise. 
You may descend by a steep and difficult 
passage, and take a view of it from the 
bottom. Here, much of that sublimity 
which impresses you so forcibly above, is 



* The height of the Fall may be fifty-six feet perpendicular. 
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lost; but it is exchanged for the umiibI 
chaste and appropriate beauties. The^^ 
pendicular rocks on each side of the nteh 
are fringed with underwood, and heie aiiA 
there a single yew, or -mounttilB-ash, rise^ 
out of their fissures. The riTer is precipi'^ 
tated before you with a graceful, though 
perpendicular fall; and a remarkable castlie-« 
like rock, (the palace of the Genius of the' 
river,) pushes its bold front forward with 
the tumbling stream. On the other side of 
this rock, in time of flood, is another fell, ' 
onij inferior in breadth to the principal 
one ♦. * 

There is another Toad to the Foroe^^ • 
which is certainly not without its peculifur't 
beauty, but to a carriage, impractioablei 

* Near the foot of this Fall is found the beautifiit t086 
called the Burnet Rose. 
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TUs is by leaving the road, to which you 
nU^n from Winch-bridge, at about the 
distance of half a mile, near a small hamlet, 
limidst rude uninclosed ground in the val- 
ley on the left, after passing a plantation. 
From hence you approach the Fall across 
a field road, and have a view of it, which 
vay be almost called — ^a Vignette ; the dis- 
tance reducing its magnitude, whilst every 
feature retains perfect distinctness, and its 
appropriate character. This station may 
be unique in its style, and might well re- 
pay a second visit; but from this point, 
further progress is difficult and dangerous. 
After leaving the eminence, from which 
tbeFall is seen, the track descends amongst 
fragments of rock, of considerable size, 
and through thickets of underwood, almost 
impervious. The writer was once relieved 
from much apprehension, when attempting 
to reach the Force, by this way, on hear- 
ing a voice from the hill above directing 
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faifl course. This proceeded from a yoofl^ 
female belonging the family at Moor Riggiy 
who had overtaken his party on the rbatt 
from Middleton, and having learnt or* tt- 
vined their intentions, had^ upon their leaT* 
ing the road, proceeded home to make prepay 
ration for them on their return. Knowing 
the nature of the road, she bad kindly run 
to the brow of tiie hill to prevent their 
Wandering into danger; and her appear* 
ance, on the verge of the precipice, in a 
warning attitude, her dresa and hair float* 
ing to the wind, were assimilated to every 
surrounding object, and made her seem tha 
Cassandra of the moment. 

In the course of our conversation with 
this mountain-nymph, the practice usual at 
weddings in this country, of riding.withthe 
utmost speed from the church-door to the 
bridegroom's house, was mentioned With 
feome degree of incredulity : when die vo* 
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^Ivplafity efaalfenged anj of the party to 

,^U0p from the place where the coaversa- 

lAioB arose (near Wiach-bridge) to Moor 

Riggs. — ^A ehalleoge, however ungallantly, 

not at^cepted, though the lady set 0B fail 

speea* 

I have aeen Lowdore, aod am very ready 

to a<hsit, that its accompafiimeats are richer 

and more varied ; but ooBsidering Lowdore 

. asd the H)gh. Foree Inerely as water-falls, 

(and the s^le of sceaery about each is so 

4HEefeBif that they cannot well be com- 

A leaved under any other description,) I do 

not hesitate to give the preference to the 

latter. The whole length df Lowdore is 

ivjMrtainly greater, but it has no wber« so 

' '^ much peipendicolarity for such a distance ; 

r aad tlie waters of Watenlatii^ will not bear 

MfCQdppadaoa to tiiose of the Tees, collected 

. as tibey are into one body at this fall. The 

. . elefpint simplicity of the High Force, and 
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the whole being brought into one picture^ 
are considerable advantages ; but it has ooe 
still greater — ^without the aid of a winter 
torrenty it has always sufficient water J^, 
answer all your expectation, and excite 
your admiration: at Lowdore, you are 
most frequently disappointed. 

I am not acquainted with the falls of the 
Clyde; but from the descriptions, if not 
exaggerated, I am willing, to allow them 
the palm of superiority on a general com* 
parison ; though, like Lowdore, that advan- 
tage will consist in the particular scenery 
that surrounds and blends in the same pi<^> 
ture with them : and it should be remem- 
bered, that these two Falls are so nearly 
together, as to be scarcely separable in t^e 
mind, on a comparison with objects of the 
same kind. The streams of both are narro^Wf 
though the Corra Lynn is estimated to be 
100, and Stone-Byers 60 feet.- -The fall of 
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Oi}d»m-LysD€, on tbe Devon, is esty 44 
fbHy and the height of the rock 88» but 
se^ms to surpass the former in wildness and 
^iMkfififty. 

Few visitors go furtker tlmn the High 
Force, the carriage-toad proceeding to Grass 
Hill, (a shooting 'box of Lord Darlington's ;) 
a little bej^dftd yrhvdb in ii^ liamM^ bog 
called Yad Moisis, in St. J5hft's Weardale, 
between Durham a)id NorthitmberlaiM ; 
where ihe S<^ttidfa mnAy escsp^d ih ii» 
AigM bjr means of bonghs tliro^n lapbil 
Hie «\vftdip, froni the Mood-t&irsty expec*- 
tati^n of Edward III. ^bo totA been en* 
oAttiped witfain sight for sevei^l days, and 
\i:«!tolied it as fai« destined prey. At pre* 
liHii it is ptliati^aUe for light carriages to 
0Ki^ this- onoe idmofet impassabte mftirsfa, 
9M gain the road from CarMe t6 N«tr- 
^CU on Aiston^Moor; thus affording the 

:•* ■ o - 
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traveller another route to or from ike 
Lakes. - ' 



• . 



At the High Force, however, the Tdtmtt 
will not be content to have his progwsk 
stayed, if he aspires . : 

^ To the last summit oT the dift to nse $ . ' 

** To touch the 8«cfed ffoaoA^ •' i 

•* Wher« step of man was never found, ^ 
** And see all Nature's rude domain around.^ 

Reiurii to Moor Riggs, and pursfie ther 
road to Grass |Iill a mile farther, when 
5pu turn to the left once more, in quest of 
the river. Be particular in desimig jour 
§uide to take the banks, instead of going; 
what he will call a nearer road, over %hci 
mountain, . but which is attended with ok 
finitely more difficulty, and will detain ymf 
much longer. The track by the river is 
pleasanter, on sounder ground, and on -the 
whole tolerable riding. There are, haw-* 
ever^ thr^ waters to. ford this way ; bat> 
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nxeept in floods, tiiere is no danger. The 
£rst, the worst of the three, and that which 
must be passed either way, is Harwood 
Beok; After this, make directly for the 
Seesj and go along the Durham shore for 
three or four miles, soon bidding adieu to 
every sign of cultivation, or traoe of human 
step, beyond the path on which you ride; 
(used only by the labourers at the mines 
and shepherds,) till you are at length en-^ 
lieely hesmed in by rude and barren rocks, 
0f which Cronkley Scar, on the Yorkshire 
iide^ is the chief in horrid pre-eminence; 
Where the river, spreading itself into a 
shallow, forms a small islet, consisting of 
lotee stones, at the end of this Scar, is a 
safe, bu^ long passage; and about a mile 
further, in the same direction, is a Stream 
called Maisbeck, .which divides Yorkshire 
iMa Westmoreland. This also you cross, 
to^aiittle walled inclosure, with a few trees 
at^lie foot of a green hill. Here leave your 
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hot$e ^itji the guide^ adid walk towards t|ij| 
Te^* The awful and tiemeiidous ^tau* 
deur of iht sight that arrests yotur att^jj^ 
tiao, i$ almost more than the mind ca^f. 
^ear. A painAil) pleasing expansion oi^ 
b^art — that ioitenial sensation and best cn^ 
t^iQO of the tviie snbliBie-rr.sdiBes jou with 
inatantaneQua and arerwhefaniag energy^ 
IMrecitly before ji»m the riyer is hiirlec) 
headlcMig from vock to rocl^y in a deep re* 
Qiess^ down the declivity of a moiuitaia^ all. 
totpBipendiciilar, for seTeral huadredfeet} 
aasd if it is possible thai the horror of Ihia 
aceae can be aggravated, it is so bj the 
MQQttth aspect of the surroundiag objeets. 
This ia the only siteation, ot easy aceess^, 
and safe ei^oymmity when gained, wbare.. 
you can oonimaad: at o«ee the whole view* 
of thia astonisfaiag cataiact; the course of 
it& wil^odashing stream not being >^ a , 
direct line, but in many a devious bouad^^^ 
Ascend the hill to the woodea bridge. 



^ 77 

tii^hicli you will see at a dreadful height, 
atid in the most romantic position, near the' 
top of the Fall. It is a single plank, but 
bVoad and firm, with a railing (which has 
been but lately placed) on each side, so 
that you may safely cross it. The stand 
ih the centre is sublime indeed ! — not wholly 
divested of a sense of personal danger, yon 
Took downward, through a shaggy cleft, 
on the tumbling waters, wetting you with 
their spray, and shooting, in their most 
impetuous career, white as snow, and 
swifter than the arrow, beneath your feet! 

The whole length of this Fall, from the 
commencement of the declivity, to the 
bed of the stream, below its last preci- 
pitation, is five hundred and ninety-six 
yards, nearly the whole of ^hich is visible 
from the station above mentioned. The 
bridge crosses about twenty yards above 
the last Fall. 

G8 
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tQ tbe otli^r Fill; wd ev^ry pavl qf^jto 
^cejpeFj is in tlm pufe^ stjiti of ves^.tm^ 

^kdgfi, the riv^ i9 a 4e&p, lethfiri^, p^miIa 
(ciUl6d tb? W«el») \i» hs^itiks bew)g ^ d«ad 
Itvel $99 aear two utiles;^ an4 fX99k tito 
QJiiroHQifi^QC9» ibf^. w^e of tbe o^taiea^, 
tb<[ ^< Galdroa Soout,'' poobablj^ Qiagusiatie«« 
Neitb^r tiaubl^ j^r fatig^^ 8bQul4 4e^r tbe 
'{cvuristii^ap g^ing ^^^x he^^wd tbe war^at 
e«trem.Hy of tb^ We^ik Tb* ovnoeptwA oS 
a se^qe 9p wiiA aii4( m«gi^iAP9iit» ift 4[i%!«M« 
Its extreme stillness, and tbe desolate air 
ol aU ;ou $6e., aF^ ?^e9 o^^Teasivai Kot 
a b^u^, a tic^e, qf v^eloaure of an; ]uiid> 
iat«rsiy)t tbe. bo^adJ^ss wa«ti^ :--^aot oaa 
dasb Qf obearf «1 g^f ap anljiiatest th^ btaeb 
aad d^^aiy b^tb'Vi: Cbaps qoIj «Quld ba 

»XiU veiyU«^)rtlieii8tMrQb«fl4:g£DMreii8t»da(lhb 
place; and sometiiiies a ttray on^, firom pa^bl.iiiiSmjdaiid^ 

is 
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m0r^ tornlc. Tk* eictenaive gnundMT •! 
tigb view nay b» xemoteigr cooeeivted^ ^lie» 
iM» that tliis chain of moor-land exteadv, 
t4lhoMt any hiterseeting Ta)lej9, or streteh 
of larel coantry ol asj eonsiderable ex-- 
t^nty fram the borders of Scotland into 
Slaflbrdshire. 

. It i> pvactieable to pass over the meera 
fram the Caldron Snout to Appleby, if you 
wish to prosecute your Tonr to the Laken 
"vrithout leturnin^ to Barnard Castle; hat 
thtra are many bogss which cannot be* 



18 met with.— The writer had once the gratification of 
ing, (what few, if any, may ever see,) a venerable goat, on the 
verge of a rock, mid<way iu tiie cataract, and to which, or 
from which, no one could divine his course with safety, 
s^mdiiig, intent only, in ^ite of every attempt to disturb 
him, oatfi^iapid, foaming ttvrest; where probably he would 
80* iMMiks until llie effect upon his brain would draw him 
headlong Into «ke abyaib 
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avoided, and the very best of the road/ ail 
far as Dufton, is along the stony chaiiii^t 
of Maisbeck, or the. edge of broken scAt^^ 
There is one object worth seeing in this* 
route — a huge chasm, in part of the range 
of Cross Felly the sides of which are nearly 
perpendicular, and of an immense height) 
extending from top to bottom of the moun- 
t^iin, and opening to a wide and delightful 
country. At the northern extremity, on 
which you come very unexpectedly, it is 
a^ most stupendous and remarkable sight. 
In the maps, this is aptly called « Eagle's 
Chair;" but by the country people known 
generally by the name of Highcup Scar*. 
To accomplish this scheme, the remainder 



ti 



* An ingenious friend dignified it by the appellation of 
« 0din*s Hall,*^— and a congregation of the mystic and* 
gigantic beings of Saxon Mythologyi would be no U98{>- 
propriate groupe in the picture. / 
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QJ^ tktt Tooir should be anticipated, and the 
f^^E^ler ought t» slec^^t MiddletoB the 
flight befoM he sees^ thci FaUs. 



» f. 



, Is^ aojr oUber cocmtTj th«D this, i4 would 
be dittettk for the Tourist ti» finish his 
mi»ty so as to sat>e biwself from that siBk- 
tng exhaustaen whieh the »fnd suffers, 
whe^9 after beiag stvetehed' to the u4;mosl 
in tiie eon|»rebeBmHi of so much suUiflafty, 
she looks itound for an oligeet wof thjr to 
rest herself upon, io vtAu* B«t het% he 
maj be taken down from the exalted 
height bf a gentler transition, aad gra- 
dnatty prefMured for the enjojrmenl of llK»se 
scenes to whiQh he is hastening; and altoF 
visiting the Lakes, and wUh leisure to ai^ 
range his recollections, and disperse thai 
^eonfasion of imagee which crowd on the 
«\i|Kd, when ha^ening through a succession 
of ejcigaging ohjeets, witbont allowing time 
for any to make a distinct impresiiioQ; h^ 
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will perhaps admit, that this part of iK^ 
Tour is by no meaos the least interestiiigf? 
either to a philosopher or a lounger, lliiii 
highest pleasure^ no more than the'c&!ei 
advantage, to be derived from travelBiigp, 
cannot trulj be said to be experienced atf 
the moment. We may feel the most eX'l 
tensive pleasure at the first view <rf excel- 
lence, either in natural or moral objects; 
but that which arises from a discriminating 
taste, is usually the result from the calm 
enjoyment of a future hour. ' ' f 

. Comparcid to the High Force and Caldron 
Snout, the ribband*like streams of Lowdore 
and Stockgill Force, indeed, dwindle into 
insignificance ; and he wiU more than onc^ 
make invidious comparisons, when he find^' 
himself in situations like those I have in- 
troduced him to; but the giant Skiddaw,* 
the rugged Borrodale, the delicious Gt^ss- 
mere, and the noble Ull^water, have no 
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piacaUels ; and the mind should have some 
r|go3e, before she enters on the contem^ 
g^^on of.jsuch magnificence and beauty* 
^f^. wjiole remainder of the course of the 
TeeSi and the dells of its tributary streams, 
abound with those soothing and bewitching 
pictures, which are calculated to produce 
this preparatory state. I shall only turn 
back to Cotherstone, and recommend the 
ride along the Tees banks from thence ta 
Barnard Castle, at sun-set. Go through 
the town, and at the further end turn ta 
the right, to a place called the Nabb*, a 
steep and high precipice at the confluence 
of the Baulder and Tees. On the summit 
is the ruin of an old castle, formerly be- 
longing to the Fitzhugh family, one of 
inr^om is buried at Romaldkirk, nearly op- 
posite. On the Durham side of the river, 
is Shipley-House, formerly a bunting seat 
of James the Second, and Where the re- 



* The countiy t«nn for aa elevated point 



M^MHHMiAi^MHHBH^'^: ^-^^ 



64 

ttiains of Ir6ii- works haye beeb disooreri^ 
From the mill below^ ^ooeed by Cowper-;. 
House to Towier Hill. Nothing richer^ oqp, 
more interesting, can well be conceived/ 
than the landscapes of tbis charming ride* 
in a fine evening. It is in ^fsAxk to make 
distinctions) <»r to attempt description. Th)^ 
whole is beautiful alike, but varying every 
st^p in its features* A broad and rapid 
liver, forcing itself between banks of dark 
oaks, interspersed with whitening rocka, 
forms but a small part of the coneepti«lt 
that would do it justice. At Towier HtU, 
you have a grand view of the ruins of Bai^ 
sard Castle, at the termination of a fine 
avenue of the Tees, of near a mile long; 
one bank of which is a magnificent hang* 
ing wood for th^e whole extent, and ihe 
other a verdant flat, but soon riding to a 
gentle swell, which bounds the ey^, and 
directs it to an extensive' prospect over the 
town into Richmondsbite. You go io 
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Barnard Castle hj the pasture just men« 
tioned, called the Holme ; the walk along 
which is highly commended by Gray in 
hlk "Traveller's Companion." 

If the toil of the late expedition does not 
cRshearten you, you may extend this very 
agreeably. Send your horse to the Cragg 
Bridge, about four miles, and walk thither 
up Deepdale, the winding valley which 
you see from the Flats. A greater va- 
riety of scenery than this valley exhibits;^ 
I have seldom seen in so short a space. 

'< Who in that dim-wood glen hAth strayed* 
Yet longed for Roslin^s magic glade? 
Who, wandering there, hath sought to change* 
Even for that vale so stern and strange. 
Where Cartland's crags, fantastic rent 
Through her green copse like spires are sent ?** 

Hakdyyy Canto 2. 

You enter, by crossing the Mill-race ; and 
pursue its channel, under a rock over- 
shadowed with trees, whose pendant 

H 
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braiibhfes and grotesque roots projecting 
over heady cast arotind a venerable glpam. 
Passing thtough a trood of considerabjg 
extent, various Openings On soft and pasl« 
toral views present themselves* In gene« 
ral, the valley is Conttacted; but some 
parts widen, and itielose pieces of corn, in 
such sequestered woodland spots, that ima- 
gination will almost look for the rude 
afed homely cot of A hermit cuitivatoh 
On advancing, wilder objects attract the 
eye. At the Clints, is a rock fecfene in 
every romantic diversity, tnuch ih the style 
of those at Gowbartow Park. Tb^ path 
becomes more arduous, being oiily practi- 
cable in the stony channel of tlie rivulet^ 
till you reach a solid bed of rock, lyinff 
on a quick descent, over which the water 
trickles in a narrow but rapid current. 
Ascending this, the valley is contraictc^^to 
admit of m very pretty water-fall, by sue* 
cessite gradations, like thatt at AysgMrth 
(of about twenty feet), and when the 
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stream is full» extremely be^intifuL The 
surrounding country has a wild and savage 
oiitUne ; and, though on a much less 
sc^le, will remind you of the Caldron 
Snout. A few fields above, is a romantic 
bridge, of one wide and high arch, from 
which is a very singular retrospect through 
the valley to the open country. From 
the Cragg, which is half a mile from this 
bridge, ride over the Fell on a good road 
to Cotherstone, and return by the banks. 
At Woden-Croft, a little beyond Cother- 
stone, you have a very extensive and 
luxuriant view, which is still improved at 
Ghestwick ^ ; but this will be seen on your 
way to the Falls. To the westward are 
two insulated mountains, remarkable for 
their tabular shapes, called Gulesborough 
and Shuckelsborough. 

* The frequent recunence of Sczon nsmtti tat places (n 
iSbHtamtTf, throws om tiMm « ngrsterioui iotenst, i^ 
iwlositT* 

H8 
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From Barnard Castle to Bowes, (on the 
way to Appleby,) the road is nearly ^9 
continued ascent for about four miles; 
but though the turnpike is excellent, aixd 
the scenery very good the most of the way, 
I prefer a more circuitous route for the 
sake of a greater variety, and for the best 
general view of the country. After cross- 
ing the bridge, turn to the left, and take 
the road to the east of Startforth, leading 
to the high-road from Greta-Bridge to 
Bowes, which you enter about half way 
between them. At the top of the hill by 
Startforth, you have a pleasing picture of 
the town and environs of Barnard Castle, 
nearly similar to that seen on the return 
from the Abbey. 

The Carlisle road leads through a fine 
avenue of trees, extending from Greta 
Bridge, for near three miles, to the foot 
of a hill near. Bowes. You ascend this. 
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ind the SHmmit presents you with a very 
itriking proq;)ect over Stainmoor, openiog 
upon you in a very singular and picturesque 
style; between two gentle and cultivated 
hillsy on each side of the Greta ; the left, 
crowned with the village of Gilmanby, 
built round a neat rural green, and shel- 
tered by lofty trees ; and the other covered 
by the town of Bowes, with its well- 
wooded garths, and the massy ruins of an 
old tower, rising in the midst. Beyond 
these is one dreary stretch of moor, varied 
only by the wild meandrings of the river, 
and the white line of the turnpike, as far 
as the eye can reach. To the west and 
north, you command the whole sweep of 
the Teesdale Tour from Rokeby (including 
Raby Park) to the mountains near the 
Caldron Snout. Many of the places al- 
ready visited are distinctly seen ; and he 
will be but a cold-blooded traveller, and 
feel no portion of the entbi^siasm of a 

H3 
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Tourist, who will not suffer his imagina- 
tion to carry him back again to evetf 
one of its delightful scenes, while he is 
at this station. I have forsworn all posi- 
tive description : Here, I shall say only, 
that the tout-ensemble fully answers the 
general ideas I have endeavoured to con- 
vey of the beauty of each particular part ; 
and is of itself so interesting, that I should 
think the sight of it, alone sufficient to in- 
duce one to make this Tour. 

Bowes is the ancient " Turris de 
Arcubus," from whence the town and 
the family of the late Lady Strathmore 
derive their names. The Castle is a 
square building ; to the north and west 
much injured by time, but on the other 
two sides, tolerably perfect, though it has 
probably been higher by another story, aJb 
least. The construction is rather peculiar, 
being proportionably of greater strength 
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•titan extent, and having .corresponding en- 
irances on the north and south sides, at a 
considerable height. For what particular 
•purpose it may have been used, is diflfer- 
ently conjectured. From some slight re- 
mains of buildings in an adjacent ground^ 

r 

it may have been the Keep, or the Obser- 
vatory of an extensive castle. It is said 
to have been erected on the scite of the 
baths of the Roman Lavatre; but Mr. 
King's account of Conisbrough Castle in 
his learned work " Munimenta Antiqua," 
induces a doubt as to this*, and a suggestion 
of the probability of a more remote and 
interesting origin. In the neighbourhood 
is a place still called Laver-PooL 

The church-yard has also a claim to 
attention. Bowes was the native place, 
and the real scene, of the hapless loves 
of " Edwin and Emma," whose story, in 
the affecting ballad of that name by 
Mallett, is too well known to the reader 
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of taste and sensibility to need a lepetl- 
tion* 

A subscription was entered into for rais- 
ing a fund to erect, a monument to the me- 
mory of Roger Wrightson and Martha 
RailtoD, who were the unfortunate parties ; 
but from various circumstances, this has 
not been effected. 

About two miles from Biowes is a na- 
tural ciiriosUyy well deserving notice, but 
very little known. Just before you leave 
the inclosi^es £com Bowes upon Staimnoor, 
near the second mile-stone, yau will see a 
single house by the roftd-side : le3«ve your 
horse here, and walk down the opposite 
fields to wands, the Greta, which is at th^^ 
bottom of it. A natural bridge of lisae- 
stone rocky called, in the expressive Ian-' 
guage of a mountain district, '* GocTs 
£r«'dge," or " Trust BridgCy^ here crosses 
th? river, and forms the C9mnion carriage* 
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Toad : it is of an immense thickness, and 
has a complete arch-like perforation over 
the bed of the stream, through which its 
course may be traced to the other side. 
About one hundred yards below, the river 
leaves its channel, (a bare and solid 
rock,) and enters, by several cavities, into 
the southern bank, which is very high. 
Through this (as is evident from the 
manner in which it leaves and resumes 
the natural bed, and the noise which you 
may distinctly hear at various fissures) the 
water takes a subterraneous channel for 
near two hundred yards further, and then 
gushes out afresh in two or three places, 
like small caseades, at some elevation 
above the old channel. What distin- 
guishes this from any other account I 
have seen of subterraneous rivers is, that 
the natural channel here is all the way 
marked, broad, firm, retentive, and on a 
quick descent, yet never has any water, 
but in times of high flood, when it seems 
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that the secret channel cannot contain the 
whole body. In others, usually, either the 
water sinks at once into the earth, and 
forms for itself an entire new heA under 
the sur&ce, or else, where a channel is 
exposed, filtres through the crevices, and^ 
at length, bursts out in the manner of 
a fresh spring. 

A few miles further is Rere or Rey 
Cross, said to mark, the place where a 
treaty was concluded between the English 
and Scottish monc^rehs; and near this a 
^om^n Camp on a cojoamanding eminence, 
yet called Maiden Castle. At this place, 
sometimes denominated by the country 
people " the Grain Tree," from the streama 
here taking dLGferent courses, the traveller 
has fairly advanced into Westmoreland, 
and I commit him to other guides* 
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APPENDIX. 
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vfTuE following LIST of rare Alpine Plants 
to be found in and near Teesdale, was 
obligingly communicated bj Mr. Oliver, 
Surgeon, at Middleton; a Gentleman to 
whom the Writer, with manj other wan- 
derers in his vicinity, is indebted for much 
personal civility and local information. 

Arbutus Uva-ursi. 
Bartsia alpina 
Cistus marifolitts. 

# 

Crataegus Aria. 
Draba incana. 
Dryas octopetala. 
Gentiana verna. 
* ' J uncus trjglumis. ^ 
Malaxis paludosa. 
Melampyrum sylvaticum. 
Ornithogalum luteum« . 
Potentilla fruticosa* 
I verna. 
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Ribes petrseum. 
Rosa spinosissima. 
Rhodiola rosea. 
Rubus Chainaemorus. 
Saxifraga aizoides. 

Hirculus. 

platypetala. 

Sedum villosum. 

Telephium. 

Thalictrum alpinum. 
Thiaspi alpestre. 
Tofieldia palustris. 
Vaccinium Oxycoccos. 

Uliginosum. 

— •■ Yitis-idoea. 



THE END. 
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